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Summary 

Desmodium triflorum (L.) DC. has an inflorescence opposite to the leaf, 
though it has usually been described as having an axillary inflorescence. This 
branching system is interpreted as sympodial. The shoot of D. triflorum grows 
up to the formation of inflorescence by monopodial branching. The successive 
shoot develops as a lateral shoot from the axil between the inflorescence and 
the terminal leaf of the preceding shoot. This successive shoot bears two prophylls 
near the base, though it seems to be as if it were the preceding main shoot. 
This pattern of branching of D. triflorum is therefore the monopodial sympo- 
dium. 
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